Social Inclusion Seminar: Roma Issues in Serbia

Agenda
Belgrade, Wednesday, 22 June 2011
	09:30–10:30
	Introduction

• The importance of Roma inclusion and the main features of the EU policy towards Roma

Bozidar Djelic, Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration, Government of the Republic of Serbia
Pierre Mirel, Director, Directorate C, Directorate-General for Enlargement of the European Commission
Dragan Djilas, Mayor, City of Belgrade
Jadranka Jelincic, Executive Director, The Fund for an Open Society, Serbia
Vitomir Mihajlovic, MP, President of the Roma National Minority Council

	10:30–11:45
	1. session: Civil Registration: Access to personal documents

	
	Co-chaired by:
Bozidar Djelic, Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration Government of the Republic of Serbia
Pierre Mirel, Director of Directorate C in the Directorate General for Enlargement of the European Commission

• Subsequent registration – procedures and practice – Serbian authorities: Measures taken concerning subsequent registration
• Subsequent registration – Serbian civil society: Assessment on the subsequent registration
• European good practice on subsequent registration: Member states' experience with subsequent registration
• Discussion

Speakers:
Jasmina BenMansur, Assistant Minister, Ministry for Human and Minority Rights, Public Administration and Local Self-Government
Zorica Loncar Kasalica, Head of the Administration for Administrative Issues, Ministry of Interior
Osman Balic, Coordinator, League for Roma Decade

[media coverage/press statements]

	11:45–12:00
	Coffee Break

	12:00–13:30
	2. session: Education: Actions taken towards improving the status of the Roma

	
	Co-chaired by:
Milica Delevic, Director, Serbian European Integration Office, Government of Serbia
Pierre Mirel, Director of Directorate C in the Directorate General for Enlargement of the European Commission

- Activities carried out and problems encountered at national and local level - Serbian authorities: Affirmative actions and outstanding issues
• Support to access of Roma children to pre-school, primary, secondary, higher and university education (scholarships; support courses, including language courses; training of teachers; provision of text books; aid to closing and catering; preparation of children for pre-school; other accompanying measures)
• Efforts towards Roma parents regarding access of their children to education (awareness-raising; mediators; efforts to combat drop-out)
• Efforts to combat discrimination against Roma children in education (desegregations efforts)
• Specific support to access of displaced Roma children to education
- The example of pedagogical assistants: presentation by a pedagogical assistant

Speakers:
Tinde Kovac Cerovic, State Secretary, Ministry of Education and Science
Marija Aleksandrovic, Associate, Vojvodina Province Secretariat for Education, Administration and National Communities
Judita Reichenberg, director, UNICEF Serbia
Bozidar Nikolic, Pedagogical Assistant from Kragujevac, mentor for inclusive education within DILS Program

	13:30–14:30
	Lunch break

	14:30–15:30
	3. session: Employment: Activities carried out and problems encountered at national and local level

	
	Co-chaired by:
Slavica Denic, State Secretary, Ministry for Human and Minority Rights, Public Administration and Local Self-Government
Pierre Mirel, Director of Directorate C in the Directorate General for Enlargement of the European Commission

Short film about the SWIFT project: Waste collectors’ cooperative

• Vocational training provided to Roma persons, specifying type of trainings
• Access of Roma persons to employment in public and private sector (awareness-raising and incentives towards employers; assistance in employment procedures)
• Efforts to combat discrimination against Roma persons in employment as regards access to work and salaries (awareness raising; other)
• Promotion of Roma self-employment and small business
• Specific support to access of displaced Roma to employment

Speakers:
Milena Prica, Ministry of Economy and Regional Development
Dusko Jovanovic, Director, Office for Roma Inclusion, Vojvodina Province Secretariat for Labour, Employment and Gender Equality
Gordana Gruborovic, Belgrade Chamber of Commerce

	15:30–16:30
	4. session: Social and health care (including child begging and domestic violence)

	
	Co-chaired by:
Elizabet Paunovic, State Secretary, Ministry of Health
Pierre Mirel, Director of Directorate C in the Directorate General for Enlargement of the European Commission

- Discussion focusing on the activities carried out and problems encountered at national and local level regarding:
• Access of Roma to social care (awareness-raising; assistance in administrative procedures; provision of the social card)
• Access of Roma to health care (awareness-raising; mediation; assistance in administrative procedures and provision of medical record cards)
• Specific support to Roma women/girl and reproductive health measures
• Measures to combat Roma human being trafficking and in particular Roma children’s begging
• Measures to combat domestic violence in Roma community
• Specific support to access of displaced Roma to social and health care

Speakers:
Jelena Kotevic, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy
Marjan Muratovic, Executive Director, Center for Education and Health JAK-ER, Leskovac
Dorit Nitzan, Head of WHO Country Office, Serbia
Ana Sacipovic, Coordinator, SOS Hotline in Romani language

	16:30–16:45
	Coffee break

	16:45–17:30
	5. session: Housing: Relocation/legalisation of Roma settlements

	
	Co-chaired by:
Bozidar Djelic, Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration
Pierre Mirel, Director of Directorate C in the Directorate General for Enlargement of the European Commission

• Action plans and practice in relocating illegal Roma settlements – Serbian authorities: Outstanding issues and challenges
• EU good practice in implementing international standards guiding the right to adequate housing and preventing forced evictions
• Access of Roma persons to sustainable decent living conditions (housing; water and electricity supply)

Speakers:
Svetlana Ristic, Head of Housing Unit, Ministry of Environment, Mining and Spatial Planning
Vladimir Cucic, Commissioner, Commissariat for Refugees
Bojan Bovan, the City of Belgrade Major Cabinet
Zlata Vuksanovic Macura, Expert, Society for Improvement for Local Roma Communities

	17:30–18:00
	6. session: Freedom of Movement and Re-admission – difficulties and possible solutions

	
	Co-chaired by:
Bozidar Djelic, Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration
Pierre Mirel, Director of Directorate C in the Directorate General for Enlargement of the European Commission

- Post visa-liberalisation process
• Presentation of current situation regarding increased numbers of unfounded asylum applications
• Discussion on possible short, medium and long term measures to reduce these numbers
- Presentation of readmission procedure and provision of assistance to returnees – Serbian authorities

Speakers:
Zorica Loncar Kasalica, Head of the Administration for Administrative Issues, Ministry of Interior
Ivan Gerginov, Assistant Commissioner, Commissariat for Refugees
Vladimir Petronijevic, Group 484, civil society organization

	18:00–18:30
	Conclusions

Bozidar Djelic, Deputy Prime Minister for European Integration, Government of the Republic of Serbia
Pierre Mirel, Director, Directorate C, Directorate-General for Enlargement of the European Commission


