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Resolution adopted by the General Assembly of United Nations Organization

61/06 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Accessible and friendly spaces for whom?

     It is crucial to consider that universal accessibility is not required and provided for only one segment of population consisting of persons with some kind of disability.

In reality not only persons using a wheelchair or any other tool facilitating movement,

persons with visual or hearing difficulties are needing accessible environment. 
The same need is felt by peoples with temporary disability, persons with babies or

small children, persons with luggage, aged persons and foreigners.

All those are needing surroundings easy for movement, orientation, safe and friendly.

If we summarize all those social groups the total would be on the level of 60-70%

of the whole population.

This is why we should use a term “architectural & urban space for all”
    Positive term :universal or general accessibility instead of barrier free should be used. Not only accessibility of space but also friendliness should be provided.

This is a requirement to be met by designers, architects and urban planners
in the process of designing interiors, buildings means of transport and public spaces.
7 points of Universal Design
     (7 points of Universal Design have been elaborated by American researchers team.

The authors a working group of architects, industrial designers, engineers and researches in environmental design worked together to set up the principles of Universal Design used as guidance in a wide range of disciplines including environment, production and communication.)

     Design process of any kind of  physical environment and tools should be based on

the mentioned below 7 points of Universal Design.

1.Equitable use

2.Flexibility in use

3.Simple and intuitive

4.Perceptible information

5.Tolerance for error

6.Low physical effort

7.Size and space for approach and use

Urban, architectural and interior design for all
     To those above mentioned points we should add also some principle for design of architectural and urban spaces.
      It seems the accessibility should be understood not only in the sens of physical

access to a given space but also in the meaning of their friendliness. 
Friendly character of space can be provided by the use of  appropriate scale, form, colour, material, texture and light.

· In order to obtain such a quality of design of architectural and urban spaces
It is necessary to direct the philosophy of education of designers (architects and urban planners), civil servants and developers towards reaching this aim.
     Understanding of  the importance to provide accessible and friendly environment

should be taken in consideration when elaborating:

· legal system concerning architecture and urban planning 

· education principles of designers (architects and urban planners), civil servats, developers.

II. Best practices -friendly cities
     At present we can observe several examples of cities which started to provide
accessibility for all. In Europe the leader of the space for all is certainly Barcelona
which decided to include the idea of accessibility to the program of preparation of the Olympic games.

      What happened in Barcelona is impressing, when taking in consideration the huge
scale of positive effects provoked by courageous decision of the city government

to open the public space by setting free the sea shore, providing system of safe pedestrian path and creating many friendly places all over the urban fabric.
     Another European city which decided to provide accessibility is Stockholm.

Here instead to make a long term plan the local government decided to spend a given

amount of money on investments.

     Important works have been done in London, where a part of  the central area specially frequented by visitors has been rebuilt as to reserve more space to pedestrians and limit the number of collisions with motor traffic.
      In Warsaw, one of the main streets of the historic part of the city has been entirely

refurbished improving the comfort of pedestrians (inhabitants and visitors).

      So Europe is doing a lot on the field of the quality of public space, however

the case of Tokio seems to show still another quality. Here we are observing the effects
of the national policy of Japan aiming for the amelioration of conditions of movement for the aged persons.

      This policy is reflected in three consecutive bills voted in the years 1994, 2000, 2006, defining necessary conditions to be met by buildings, public spaces and means

of transportation.
      Results of this legislation are well seen on the streets of Tokio where special leading
paths for persons with sight disability have been systematically introduced.  At the same time the building entrances are adapted. 

Best practices-friendly buildings
      It is possible to identify several exemplary buildings representing effects of very
careful and imaginative design or refurbishment. Among them one should count such examples as:

· TGV railway station in Avignon

· Pyramid of the Louvre Museum

· The new line of  the Athens metro

· The town hall of Thessaloniki
· International Forum in Tokio
· Building of the Polish parliament in Warsaw 

Characteristic feature of several friendly buildings is not only the basic equipment needed to move from one level to another as lifts, ramps, escalators, but a lot of

specific decisions concerning the quality  of environment such as friendly form, material,
natural light and well designed detail.

 Legal system for architecture and urban planning
      Accessibility for all should become a basic requirement of the Building Code

and Urban Code. It is certainly not enough to mention the general need of provisions 
for accessibility but some specific elements are to be listed :

· a master plan of accessible pedestrian paths and spaces,

· regulations defining design principles of  pedestrian paths, crossings, public transport stops, public spaces, parkings

· regulations concerning provisions of entering buildings, horizontal and vertical

movement (stars, ramps, lifts) required spacing,  

Both in the case of buildings and urban spaces the quality level of pavement and information systems is of crucial importance.

In case when some specific requirements would not be included in the national

legislation they should be defined on the local government level.

Policy for accessibility on the urban level

      It  seems very important for any European city or town to formulate an adequate

policy for accessibility not only for the reason to comply with the general trend in EU
but to use it as a convenient tool of  social and economic development of the locality.
      Experiences of  several cities such as Barcelona, Stockholm or Tokio are showing

a direct relations between the quality of public space and its attractivity as a place of

life, investments and tourism.
Implementation tools of accessibility

     The issue which cannot be omitted are certainly tools of implementation of

accessibility solutions.  Experiences of several European countries are showing

necessity to use some ways of control if the legal requirements are fully respected.

By this way in Ireland and Great Britain in order to get a building approval a special accessibility certificate delivered by an authorized consultant is required.

      In France all firms and institutions unable to provide accessibility risk to loose

the right of operating and their managers could be penalized. The same concerns

architects not respecting accessibility requirements in their projects. 

Tools of the local government 
       Elaboration of the program Accessibility for All defining the general aim and a phasing schedule of its implementation.
Creation of a team of experts to work out specific planning documents and designs
as parts of the Accessibility System.
The starting point for such a elaboration should be a preparation of  planning document

called accessibility masterplan  of given urban area showing main pedestrian path,
crossings, transportation nodes, transport stops  and public spaces where accessibility for all should be provided.
Progressive realization of chosen elements of the system of accessible pedestrian
paths and spaces and of the well exposed information set both in the real space as virtual.

       The adequate approach to the scope of accessibility elements has to avoid the typical mistake which is to consider only requirements connected to the wheelchair

movement. One should not forget the needs of those with hearing or sight deficiencies

when finding their way or perceiving information.

       In case when on the national level some accessibility requirements are not specified

It could be useful to provide local regulations.

The Educational methods
       Difficulties of implementing accessibility are to large extent connected to the

lack of understanding as well among professional groups involved in the process of planning, designing, building and managing urban structures as among general public.

       For this reason an appropriate system of education should be organized.

Specific versions of educational programs are to be provided for planners and designers, civil servants, builders and developers.

       Education of students should not be based on some additional course “on the edge of curriculum” but to be a basic element of the first approach to the principles of design.
It should include as well  the theory as  the practical workshops when students

are experiencing accessibility barriers.

Promotion of Accessibility for All

        Promotion of Accessibility for All is an important tool which should be used as well

on the national as on the local level. Here there is a lot of room as well for the government as for the NGOS. Very helpful may be organization of the awards for the
most accessible buildings or public spaces.

        Good example may be such an award organized every year for the most accessible private or public building  by the foundation “Integracja” in Warsaw, Poland. Results of each edition are widely published by TV , internet and press.

     By this way general public is getting conscious about  importance of accessibility issues. The same foundation has stimulated changes of regulations to provide better availability of parking places for persons with disabilities by organizing a publicity campaign. Resulting improvement has been spectacular.

Role of the UIA
     On the world level the International Union of Architects is playing also significant

role promoting accessibility. A special Work Program called “Architecture for All”

composed from 5 regional divisions is dealing with accessibility.
     Methods of its activity are enclosing as well conferences and seminars as special

Award for the most friendly and accessible public projects. Up to now it has been organized on the regional level (central-eastern, southern-eastern Europe and post soviet countries) but now this event will grow to the whole world.

     General information on those activities could be found on the UIA website.

Architects-consultants of accessibility planning and design from UIA network are always

ready to provide some help to any national or local government.
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